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turing goods needed by the civilian popula-
tion instead of allowing the machines to
stand idle. It looks as if our planners are
still trying to learn their job, but unfortut-
nately they are learning it at the expense of
the general public, and after all the talk
and after all the expenditure incurred on
research and planning, it causes me con-
siderable concerni to find such gape ex-
hibited in putting into operation a scheme
which we wvere led to believe would bring
happiness and prosperity to everybody after
the wvar.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: It seems to be a case
of enduring the war and suffering the peace.

Hon. H. SEI)DON: Planning has been
shown in practice to be dreaming. The
people are being bounced and harassed into
ranting greater and greater powers to the

Federal authorities The authorities, before
receiving those powers, should have demon-
strated their capability of exercising them for
the benefit of the people, but what demon-
stration they have given us has been rather
the reverse, and we caa only hope that the
people of this country will act very
cautiously and study the record of the Gov-
ernment before investing it with powers
that it will be impossible for them ever to
get back again. I support the second read-
ing, hut I hope there will be greater evi*-
dence than wec have at present of the pre-
paration. for peace production of the things
people need and are unable to get.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

flouse adjoierned at 6.10 pmm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4,30
p.m., and read prayers.

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.
Section "B, '11943.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received from
the Auditor General a copy of section "Dip
of his report on the Treasurer's statement of
the Public Accounts for the financial year
ended the 30th June, 1043. This will be
laid on the Table of the House.

CHAIRMEN (TEMPORARY) OF
COM3ITTEES.

Mr. SPEAKER: I desire to announce
that I have appointed Mr. Mann, Mr.
W. Hegney and Mr. Fox to be temporary
Chairmen of Committees for the session.

QUESTIONS (6).

KATANNING SCHOOL RENOVATIONS.
Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for Edu-

cation:
(1) Will he give details of the works, anti

renovations authorised at Kittanning Govern-
meat School for which a contract has becen
let?

(2) What is the contract price?

THE MINISTER replied:
(1) Two contracts have been let for work

at the Katnuining school.
One is for repairs and renovations. This

includes: new fireplace in the science room;
overhaul anti repair of the main school,
pavilion, classrooms, manual training room,
sh 'elter sheds and quarters; repair of ravel-
led areas; the painting of all buildings ex-
ternally; the painting of the school pavilion,
classrooms and domestic science centre in-
ternally, and one bedroom in the quarters.



[2 AUGUST, 1944.] 51

Contractors: Williams & Stonestreet of
Kittanning.

The second contract is for drainage sys-
tem. This covers foul water and storm water
jlrainage.

The foul wvater consists of the collection of
all wastes from basins, sinks and urinals and
the -conveyance of this to the Road Board
drain.

The storm water drainage consists of pick-
ing up all overflows from tanks and roof
gutters in connection with the main building
and conveying this to the street water table.

Contractors: Williams & Stonestreet of
Katanning.

(2) First contract-Price £731 10s. 6d.,
second contract-Price £398 17s. 6id.

GOLD'MINING.
(A) As to Maintenance and Rehabilitation.

Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for Mines:
(1) What amount of the £C100,000 assist-

ance for the maintenance of goidmines in
WV.A., provided by the Commonwealth, has
already been spent?

(2) Has any definite sum been allocated by
the Commonwealth to W.A. for the rehabili-
tation of the goidmining industry in the
post-war period?

(3) Has the State Government any set
plan for gearing up production when hos-
tilities cease?

(4) Will the goidmining industry in
W.A. be given early priority where releases
of material and equipment are concerned?9

(5) Has a competent mining committee
been selected, entrusted with ample power
to deal with matters of urgency, and to facili-
tate speedy decisions?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) £53,424 to 30/6/44.
(2) No.
(3) State Government has this matter con-

stantly before it.
(4) State Government has already taken

up the matter of release of mining material,
stores and equipment with the Common-
wvealth Government and it is under considera-
tion by the latter.

(5) It is understood that the Common-
wealth Government is setting uip a committee
representative of all States to facilitate reba-
bilitation of mining in Australia. In this
State the Mines Department is constantly
dealing with urgent matters of supply, etc.,
and negotiating same with the necessary
Commonwealth authorities.

(IB) As to Disposal and Price of Gold.

Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for
Mines:

(1) Has the total gold produced in W.A.
during the past 12 months been sold and
shipped overseas?

(2) If not, what amount has been
shipped?

(3) To what country or countries?
(4) What was the averagc price per fine

ounce received?
(5) Is W.A. committed to sell its gOld

on any fixed market?
(0) If so, to whom?

THE MINISTER replied:

(1), (2), (3), (5), (0) Cold produced in
Western Australia has been disposed of to
the Commonwealth Bank, as provided in
National Security Regulations.

(4) The average price of gold during
1943 per fine ones was ZA10 9s.

FISH CANNING FACTORIES.

As to Output of Perth Herring.

Mr. McDONALD asked the Minister for
the North-West:

What was the output of Perth herring
frona canning factories in this State for the
years ending 30th June, 1942, 30th June,
1943, and 30th June, 1944, respectively?

The MINISTER replied:
January, 1942 (first return) to 30th June,

1942 (1 lb. eans)-Perth, 38,996; Mandurab,
4,786. 1st July, 1942, to 30th June, 1943
(1 lb. cans)-Perth, 161,028; Mandurab,
9,320. 1st July, 1943, to 30th June, 1944
(1 lb. cans)-Perth, 111,192; Mandurah,
2,889.

TROLLEY-BUSES.

As to Extension to Gottealoe.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:

(:1) Is there a quantity of electric tram
or rolley-bus wires and gear lying along
Broome-street, Cottesloe, the property of the
Government?

(2) Does this represent a movc to extend
the trolley-buses to Cottesloet

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes. This is second-hand trolley bus

overhead wire being used for electricity
supply purposes to save using new wire
under present conditions.

(2) No.
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COMLMONWEALTH HOUSING not only for counting places but for each
SCHEME.

As to Plians and Costs.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Premier:
(1) Will he consider laying- upon the

Table of the H1ouse copies of the pilans and
specifications of each type of house that it
is proposed to erect under the housing
scheme recently adopted by the Common-
wvealth Government, together with tire cost
of each type of house?

(2) If not, why not?
The PREMIER replied:
(1) There will be many types of houses

built, because variations in design will arise
as a result of experience as the scheme pro-
gresses, and as material and manpower bs-.
come more freely available. In addition,
different types of houses will be built in
different centres. It would be impracticable,
therefore, to lay on the Table of the House
copies of all the plans and specifications of
each type of house proposed to he erected.
Plans% of one representative house to be
erected in the metropolitan area and one in
the country will be laid on the Table.

(2) Answered by (1).

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day-Amendmnent.

Debate resumed from the previous day
on the motion for the Adoption of the Ad-
dre.,s-in-reply, to which Mr. Watlts had
moved an Amendment as folows-

That the following words be added to the
Address-in-reply: ''But this House regrets that
[fib Excellency has not been advised to exercise
the power conferred on him by Section 18 (2)
of the Referendunm (Constitution Alteration)
Act, 1906-28, for the appointment of serutineers

aplcswhere referendum votes Are being
scrutinised as this House is of opinion that
such procedure is highly desirable in the in.
terests of ensuring a proper count of the votes
taken.''

MR. McDONALD (Wtest Perth--on
amendment) [4.38]1: 1 hope the Premier will
lie prepared to reconsider the Govern-
menit's attitude in relation to the scrutiny
,of the votes cast at the forthcoming refer-
endum. By the Commonwealth legislation
regulating the taking of referenda the Gov-
vrnom- is empowered to appoint a scrutineer
for the purpose of checking the scrutiny;
that is, the Glovernor of the State may ap-
point a serutineer. As I understand the
matter, such A st-rutineer may he appointed

polling place. In our State, I believe, there
will at all events be a counting place for
each of the 50 Assembly electoral divisions.

The Premier: More than that.

Mr. 2[cDONALI): There may be some
extra, and I will assume that the total
comes to 70 or S0, or perhaps 100. A hun-
dred will certainly include the full number
of counting places. That provision in the
legislation of the Commonwealth 1'arlia-
ment dealing with the scrutiny of refer-
enda p)olls has been in force since 1900, and
has been continued throughout the various
amendments of that legislation which have
been umade between 1900 and the present
time. The reason for this provision is not
far to seek. Any alteration of the Comn-
mnonwealth Constitution is a matter of very
great concern to the people of Austr-alia. ],

think oil members will agree that since we
fir-st voted to enter the Federation, no
referendum to alter the Constitution haMi
assumed Anything Approaching the import-
ance of the vote which is to bea token on
the 19th of this month. The chances may
he against it, hut the experience of mnern-
hers shows that in an extraordinary nuni-
her of roses the electoral counts are very
close, and it may wvell be that the poll of
the 19th August will show a sinall differ-
ence between the votes cast for the "'Yes"'
side and those cast for the ''No'' side.

In this particular case, more than in a
normal case of scrutiny of polls cast for
referenda, there is a difficulty in ascertain-
ing the votes cast. This is a wartime ref-
erendum. Voting may be by soldiers or
other muemubers of the Defence Forces in
certain instances between the ages of I8
and 21, as well As by those who have
r-eached adult Age. That privilege is given
to soldiers or defence personnel. It is not
given to some others, such as merchant
sailors. In addition, a resident of Western
Australia who is in the Armed Forces and
may he in Queensland or any other part
of Australia or on the high seas or in some
operational area completely outside the
Commonwealth is, by existing legislation,
given the right to vote. We have had ex-
perience in this State quite recently,
tlmromrh thme courts of law, that the deter-
inination of the right to vote in these cir-
cumstances is not easy, and has been at-
tended by substantial errors in the admis-
sion of votes. It would be something of, I
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might almost say, a national tragedy if the
votes for~ and against in this referendum
were so near that it became a matter of
con troversy Ems to which side really gained
the majority of votes; and if it became a
matter of suggestion that votes bad been
admitted which should not have been ad-
mitted, and that one side had been returned
as having a majority whereas possibly the
other side should have been returned as
having that majority.

Tt is of the utmost importance that it
should he determined beyond any doubt
that th0 will of the Australian peopile has
been accurately assessed on a vote of s uch
immense national importance. That is the
reason the Commonwealth Parliament put
that provision in the legislatiqn governing
the conduct of referenda, and it is hard to
imagine, if that provision were valid and
sensible at all, any occasion when it could
become more apt to be applied than in the
conduct of a referendum taken in time of
war and with all the complications and
technicalities involved in -,ecuring votes from
members of the Armed Forces distributed
all over Australia, on the high seas, and mn
operational areas. I have heard that the
referendum is to cost the Commonwealth
Government £150,000. If to that is added
the outlay of those -who are supporting and
those who are opposing the referendum.
proposals, the figure will be much larger
still. The cost of this scrutiny, under the
exercise of powers conferred on the State
Government, should not exceed £100, £150
or £200. Even if it reached £250, it would
ho a small price for each State to pay to
ensure the accuracy of the votes cast on a
matter of such great importance. The piro-
vision was inserted in the Act by the Na-
tional Parliament of Australia to be used
and not to be ignored, and it has been re-
tained for that purpose.

If ever there was a time when it could and
should be used, it is in connection with a vote
taken en the Constitution in time of war.
I am not in a position to say what action
is being taken by other States, and that is
not necessarily a guide to us at all, because
we have to determine our owu re-ponsqihilitv.
particularly when we know that from this
State a larger proportion of our voters has
been taken, through the Armed Forces, out-
side the State than would be the case in any
other part of Australia. Information, com-
pletely reliable, has been received here this

afternoon that the Governor of Victoria, in
exercise of the power conferred by the Cant-
monwenlth legislation, is appointing scruti-
neers for that State, not only for each
counting place but for every polling place.
I ami not going to suggest, and I do not
thin-, the Leader of the Opposition suggests,
that we should have a scrutineer for every
polling place. His modest suggestion is that
we might at all events have a scrutineer ap -
poirted by the State for the 70 or 80 plaes,
in this State at which counting will be con-
ducted.

I suggest that in the appointment of
scrutineers the Lender of the Opposition
should be consulted by the Premier in con-
nect ion with any recommendation made to
the Lieut.-Governor. There is a difference
of opinion in this State, as there is in many
other States, between the Opposition and
the Glovernment as to the best decision to
be made on this question of increased
powers, and it would be a wise procedure
if the recommendation as to scrutineers were
made after consultation between the Premier
and the Leader of the Opposition. It is of
the utmost importance that the people of
Australia should have complete confidence
in the accuracy of the return of the voting
at thes referendum, and in view of the special
difficulties involved in voting during a period
of war and where the votes are to a certain
extent artificial in that they will eume from
all over Australia and from parts beyond
the seas, the recommendation or suggestion
of the Leader of the Opposition to exercise
the power conferred on the Government to
appoint a scrutineer for each counting place
would be welcomed by the public of this
State, as evidence of the responsible view
taken by this Parliament and of Parlia-
went's determination to ensure that the
public may have complete confidence in the
accuracy of the return, whichever way it
may ultimately be decided.

THE PREMER (on amiendment) : I
have no objection to the principle outlined
in the amendment which purports to give
an opportunity to people who so desire to
be prescnt as scrutineers at the counting of
votes in connection with the forthcoming
referendum. At the same time I do not
agrcee with the latter portion of the amend-
Mont which says-

This House is Of the Opinion that such pro-
cedumre is highly desirable in the interess of
ersurig a proper count of the votes taken.
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I do not think the appointment of
serutineers; will make nuch difference, if
any, with respect to the proper counting of
the votes taken.

Mr. Doney: For what other purpose art'
scrutineers appointed at all?

The PREMIER: I do not think such ap-
pointments necessary. In most instances the
officials who carry out the countingv are far
better circumstanced to say what vote is
informalt or formal than would be any
serutineer appoiflt(ed to represent some par-
ticular section of the community.

Mr. Doney: Serutineers are appointed for
that and for no other purpose.

The PREMIER: Perhaps before we have
concluded the dikcu~sioii on the amendment,
we may be able to arrive at some arrange-
ment. I have already indicated that I have
no objection to the' amendment in principle,
but object to the suggestion that the ap-
pointment of serutineera is highly desirable
to ensure a proper count of the votes, taken.
A proper count of the votes will he ob-
tained whether sterutineers are or are not
appointed. Certainly I would have no oh-
jection to such appointmeiits if, in the inter-
easts of the people, it is desired to have the
appointments made. But from whom will
the Government appoint the scrutineers?
Is the Government to appoint scrutineers
itself or is it to appoint sc-rutineers to rep-
resent all parties concerned so that all
interested may be satisfied, as a result of
the personal observation by scruitineers, that
the count is carried on in a proper manner?

Mr. Watts: If all you desire is the de-
letion of the words to which you have re-
ferred, I may int offer very serious objection
to that course.

The PREMIER: Perhaps the amendmient
wvill be withdrawn altogether in view of the
assurance I may he able to give the hon.
member.

Mr. Watts: We had better wait for your
,assurance.

The PREMIER: Yes, I think so. I do
not regard this matter as of very great
importance. From the standpoint of the
Government, it was first raised by the State
Chief Electoral Officer who desired to be
informed as to whether steps should be
taken to appoint serntinieers. Naturally
that officer thought that officials of the State
Electoral Department would be required for

that duty. Upon inquiry it was found that
whenever referenda had been taken in this-
State previously it had not been regarded
as necessary to appoint serutincL'rs. Of
course the appointment of serutineers is
contemplated in the Act, but no steps had
been taken along that line on previous OC-
casions. I mnay say that the matter was con-
sidered by the Government quite perfune-
torily. Ministers arrived at the conclusion
thlit whatever had been clone oii previous
occasions, without any objection being
raised by anyone, should apply in connec-
tion with the forthcomning referendum.

The, next phase was the rceipt of an
application from the secretary of the
National Party requesting the Glovernment
to have serutinel9 appointed for each
polling, place throughout the State. There
arve perhaps a thonsand polling places scat-
tered throughiout Western Australia and the
Government considered that to niake such
ap pointmnents would be unnecessary and umn-
warranted. The Government derided there-
fore not to accede to the request. The
Leader of the Opposition had put forward
a request that the appointment of scrutin-
ers should be made at each place where the
counting of votes was to take place and it
thereupon bieame necessary for a decision
to be reached regarding tfltestiomL It
will be seen that up to that stage three
parties had already made an application to
the Government along these lines. I amn
taking it, of course, that there is an implied
request in thep amendment moved by the
Leader of the Opposition. First, the
National Party wrote to the Government,
and then the Leader of the Opposition made
a further application. The Labour Party
has also made a verbal application for the
ap~pointmlent of scrutiaceris.

No dloubt the S.O.S. Leagune and the Con-
stitutiounal League may consider that repre-
sentation of those bodies should also be pro-
vided in the appointment of scrutineers.
They might ask for the appointment of
representatives at the counting of the votes.
No doubt some of these bodies will regard
their representation as most important. I
do not wish to be placed in the position of
having to make representations to the
Lieut.-Governor for the appointment of all
Labour Party scrutineers. It must be re-
membered that the Act provides for the ap-
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pointment of only one scrutineer. The
Commonwealth Act in regard to this mat-
ter-I am leaving aside the question of ap-
pointinents at polling places aind considering
only those applying to centres where the
vouiting will take place-reads as follows:-

The Governor-General or any person autho-
rised by him may appoint one scrutineer at
each place where the scrutiny is conducted in.
eacht electoral division and thle Governor of a
State or any person thereto authorised by him
may appoint one scrutiacer to be present at
such place where the scrutiny is conducted ini
each electoral division for the State.

howvever much we might desire to give
diffu~rent organisations i~epresenta,,tion at
the counting of the votes, the Common-
wealth Act is specific in its provision and
says that only one serutineer canl be am-
poin ted.

Mr. Watts: And the (lovernor-General
can make thle other appointment.

The PREMIER: Rut is this provrision
necessary onl behalf of the people who vote
for thle rejection of the appl)icaition by the
Commonwealth (iovernnient?7 Is every,
party interested in the quest ion to ask for
the appointment of scrutineersl Who are
thle responsilble people from, whom I should
seek advice as to whether individuals.
should he appointed oin one ;ide or the
other?

Mr. 'Watts: It appears. that the (lover-
nor-General would be on the affirmative
side as representing the Common wealth
0overnmnent and the Ileut.-Gevernor on
the negative side as representing the State
41 oveenment.

Thle PREMIEli: Bitt in this instance
the State Government is not at valriance
with the Common wealtlh Government

Mr. Watts: It is not a question of Gov-
erninents but at ques-tion of rights to be
banded over.

The PREMIER: No. it is a question of
appointing someone asq a serutineer to wvit-
ness dir counting of votes, and it is not a
question of the Governor-General appoint-
ing someone on the allirmative side and the
State flovernment looking after the nega-
tive side.

Mr. 'Watts: That is what the Act in-
tended.

The PREMIER: The State G;overnment
does not desire the appointi~nent of anyone
to look after the neg-ative a~ide onl its bea-
half. We are con tent that everyone on
tile affirmative side should Ip uirn every

opportunity desired, while at the same time
not objecting to those on the negative side
having their opportunity.

,mi.. watts: 'rho Commonwealth can look
aftear the affirmiative side and we want you
to look after the negative side.

The PREMIER: That is not so because
there is only one scrutineer to he ap-
poin~ted, as Subsection (2) of Section 18 of
the Referendum (Constitution Alteration)
Act provides. While the Governor-General
may appoint a ecrutineer, there is no in-
tenition of that being done-according to
my information.

Mir. Doney: Have you specific inform-
ation on that point?

The PREMIER: Yes. I asked the Chief
Elee-loral Officer for the Commonwealth in
Western Australia if he had any know-
ledge of the intention of thle Governor-
Venieral tu appoint anyone as scrutineer,
and] lie replied in the negative. He said
that lie did not th ink there would he any
such appointmient. It many he that the
('ovvrmor-C ;~enrl will not make any such
ipl)litifent. The fact remains that there
are Several oetions of the community tak-
ing one or other side onl the issue to be
decided at the referendum, and who are
the Glovernment to recognise as persons
from whomn it should acept nominations
for apjiointunients As ser'utiners?

Mr. McDonald: I think the Leader of the
Opposition ivoulil lie one suchl person.

The PHiEM IE' : Then t1w Leader of the
Op:)ositioni iq to lie regarded as of far more
iniportanrie thant others. 'rho hion. member
surely Would not sugge'st that!

Mr. MclDonalld: NKo.
''Te I'REMIF.B:- I thought ait .
Mr. Thorn: But you have declaredi your-

sel'.
The PREMIER:- I doi not know that the

Leader of the Opposition has,. 411111 dpeclared
himself vet. However., that is Where we
find ourselves ini regard to this mii Ir.

Afr. Donor: It is plain that .just one
would not be fair: therefore wei must have
none or two.

The PR4EMIER: We mnust get down to
the statutory provisions of the Act and, in
view of them, the Government cannot do
anything abouit it. The appropriate legis-
lation is C'ommonwealth and it permits the
Governor-that means the Lieut.-Governor
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at this time-ta appoint one scrutineer, Mr. Watts: Would that involve particular
and one only. With regard to the ap-
pointment of scrutineers, we do not de-
sire to adopt a paSrtisan attitude. If we
should act as the Leader ort [le Opposition
has suggested, we would have to say who
would be the Government noialnee, and Ave
could say that the first one should be so-
and-so. The Country Party would require
its nominee to be appointed. Then the
member for West Perth says tbat the
National Party's representative should be
the next one. Perhaps the next should
represent the S.O.S. League, the next the
Constitutional League. Then others who
might consider they should have repre-
sentation would have to receive con-
sideration. I think we are somewhat in
a dilemma as to bow the proposal could be
carried out. I have no objection at all to
persons lbeing- appointed to be present at
the scrutiny. The Act states that the scru-
tiny shall be conducted in accordance with
tlhe foll'wiiig provisions:-

19. (a) It shall commence as soon as prac-
ticable after the closing of the poll;

(b) such scrutimeers as have been duly
appointed pursunnt to the preceding
section and any persons approved by
the officer conducting the scrutiny
may be present.

The I-receding section refers to appoint-
ments made by the Governor General or the
Governor of a State. That provision will
enable us to get over the difficulty. The
presiding officer may allow any person he
thinks fit to be present at the scrutiny. I
asked the Commonwealth Chief Electoral
Officer what attitude would be likely to he
taken by a presiding officer who was re-
quested by a person to be present at the
scrutiny, and he replied that provided the
applicant was a reputable person he did not
think there would be any objection. I also
asked him whether there would be any ob-
jection to aplplication being made for a per-
son to be presenit at some time prior to the
scrutiny taking place, and he replied that
there would be no objection to that. There-
fore I think that, in view of the political
complexion and the different attitudes taken
by different organisations and people, the
better way out might be for each organisa-
tion to depute someone to be present at
whatever counts they desire to have represen-
tation. That seems to be the remedy pro-
vided in the Act and that is what I suggest
to the Leader of the Opposition.

organisations appointing scrutineers at some
of the counting places?

The PREMIER: I would not deny any-
one representing- a body of responsible pub-
lic opinion from making application and
allowing the returning officer to deal with
the matter. I do not think that any object-
tion would be raised or that there would he
an avalanche of applications. I believe that
any application that appeared to the pre-
siding officer to be bona fide would he
granted. I have been present at many counts
and have seen as many as 15 or 20 people
in the polling booth while the counting has
been in progress. Usually there are two
presiding officers, two ballot officers and a
postal vote officer, and every half hour or
hour somebody arrives with a box from an
outlying district. Under proper supervision
each candidate has a scrutineer, and candi-
dates themselves are generally present at the
count. With proper supervision most of the
people present at the counting centre assist
to get the counting done as expeditiously as
possible. Therefore I suggest that each
Organisation desirous of being represented
should mnake application to the presiding
officer. I do not want to have the selecting
of people from the many organisations.
Anyone who wishes to be represented can
secure representation by making application.

I give the Leader of the Opposition this
assurance, too. Perhaps the Chief Electoral
Officer might not be able to get in touch
with some of the divisional returning officers
and they might object. If any objection is
raised by a presiding officer at any counting
centre nod the matter is brought under the
notice of the Leader of the Opposition or
the Leader of the National Party, I will
undertake to exercise the power conferred
on the State Governor through the Govern-
ment of the day in regard to the appoint-
ment Of a scrutineer at that place, but I am
positive that this will not he necessary. How-
ever, I am prepared to give that assurance.
I do not disagree at all with the principle
contained in the amendment. I do not pro-
pose to mnake any wild prophecy as to the
result of the referendum, but I do not think
the result will be so close as to be affected
by one, two or three votes which the presid-
ing officer may allow or disallow. It is not
like an election of members where four or
five votes may make all the difference to the
Government through some individual being
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returned by a narrow margin. It is hard to
imagine that the voting on the referendum
will be so close. With that assurance and
the information I have given from the Chief
Electoral Officer of the Commonwealth, I
think the amendment might welt be with-
drawn. Sufficient avenues are provided in
the Act to give effect to what the Leader
of the Opposition desires, namely, that it
shall be beyond doubt that the vote is taken
and counted in a manner to give satisfaction
to everybody.

Mr. Watts: Do you suggest that we
should nominate scrutineers as early as pos-
sible so that the Commonwealth Electoral
Department may know who they are?

The PREMIER: No. Somebody might
say, "I would like Mr. Smith to be present
at the eount" and the presiding officer might
say, "No, 1 wilt not have -Mr. Smith." It
might then he too late for effect to be given
to the assurance I have conveyed to the
Leader of the Opposition. If an organisa-
tion made alpplication a week beforehand
and a satisfactory reply was not received, we
could, at that stage, confer and get-an ap-
pointment made for that counting centre
which would ha satisfactory to the Leader
or the Opposition. It should not be neces-
sary to bring the Governor of the State into
the matter by way of an ameiidment to the
Address-in-rvply, and so J suggfest that the
amendinent he withdrawn.

MR. SEWARD (Pingrelly-on amjend-
inent) : I hope the Leader of the Opposition
will not withdraw his amendment: in fact,'
I would rather see it broadened. .I consideor
that serutineers should he, appointed for
every place where then' is ai I ing
booth. This, I believe, is, an absolute
necessity, Let me quote something that
happened in one town during an ekce-
tion. I was in the booth and it was most
noticeable how completely the demeanour of
the presiding officer changed when an elector
entered the booth who hie believed held imoli-
tical views thie opposite of his own. He wiv;
blind to everyone else. Subsequently I hap-
pened to he in the street and a man came
along who was very annoyed because he said
he could not geVt a rote. I told himn that it
was a Federal election and that if his name
was not on the roll, he could get a vote by
signing a declaration. I took him back into
the booth and said to the presiding officer,
"Thio man can vote," and he was allowed to

do so after he had Signed a declaration. Yet
previously there wiHS no intention of allow-
ing the man to vote. Therefore it is neces-
sary to have serutineers to ensure that all
matters are carried out in a proper mannier.

Tf members look at the pamphlet issued
by the Commonwealth Government for
and against the referendum, they will
find on the back in instruction to the voter
to tlit effect that be must put a numeral in
the square opposite "No" and a numeral in
thu square opposite "Yes." This instruction
is not in accordance with the Act. The Act
states that if a voter ptst a numeral in one
squire and not in the other, his vote is not
to he deemted informal. Yet this instruction
sas, that I he voter must put a numeral in
both1 SqILres. At all mecetings I have
adcl,'esped, t have quo1ted this finstructioln
ill orler that there may be no confus~ion.
We nag' not. to know whether presiding
olicersi are a ware of the faet that, if there
IS a n1uHHw1.al io only one square, the vote will
not be invalid.

Thi' Premier: Every presiding officer is
sup~pliedI with papers giving him full infor-
maition.

Mr. SEWARD: But I am pointing out
that the instruction issued to electors is not
in accordance with the terms of the Act.
According to the instruction, the paper will
be invalid if the voter does niot put a
numeral in each of the two squares. For
this reasoni I con]sider it necessary to have a
s(untineer at each counting centre.

T(he ['rem ier: if the voter did not put
a niimernal in each of the squares, the paper
would unot be informal.

Mr. SEWARD: That is so, according to
the Act, hut the instruction states that thut
voter must p~ut a numeral in each square,
and we have no proof that the presiding
officers wilt he told the terms of the Act as
distinct from the iiistruction in this book.
If we had an assurance that the presiding
officers were properly informed, we would
know that they would not he likely to make
thqat mnistake.

Trhe Premier: The Act provides- that ap
rnrne'.al shall be p)laced in each square hut
that, if it is put in only one, the paper shall
icot he informal.

Mr'. SEWARD: That is what I have been
pointing out. The State Act provideN, that
the polling shall hie from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
and wve know that many of the booths were
elo-sed at 7 p.m. owing to instruc'tionia lining
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been issued giving 7 paim. as the closing time.
I know what is in the Act and I know what
instructions have been issued. The trouble
is that the instructions issued sometimes
couilict with the Act, and wve do not
know that the terms of the Act will be
brought before the presiding officers when
they come to count the votes.

The M1inister for Mines: How will the
.-erntinv make sure of that?

Mr. SEWARD: If there is a scrutiny
those who are sufficiently interested can be
sure that they ar awaire of that fact.

lion. W. D. Johnson: That would not be
at scrutiny; that wvould be voting.

Mr. SEWARD: What is the use of the
baon. member saying that it would not be a
scrutiny?

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The presiding
officer wvilt have his instructions.

Mr. SEWARD: That is all I wish to say
on that point. The Premier took up the
attitude that the Qommonwenith 'Govern-
ment had not appointed anyone-so far as
he knew-to perform this duty on behalf
of the Commiottwealth and that we as a
State should not (10 anything until the Com-
monwealth made a move. As the Leader of
the Opposition has; pointed ont, the Act
gives the State Governor power to appoint
serutincers. I think we shiould take the
matter uip from thip State point of view.

The Premier: What is the State, point of
v.ir'w?

Mr. SEWARD: The Act makes provision
for the appointment of serutineers to act
for bath sides. There are only two sides
on these occasions and consequently I think
the Government should arrange for the ap-
pointment of serutineers. flow that is to
be done I leave to the Government and the
Leaders of the Opposqition and Na-
tional Party. As regards the question
of finanee, it is rathler late to bring
the matter up. The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, in its wisdom, has decided upon
the referendm anid whatever the cost to
the country ik, large or smnall, the Common-
wealth will have to stand by it. All we have
to do is to see that the voting is carried out
inii n impartial manner. I am not half so
impressed with the strict impartiality of
many presiding officers ns somue members
seem to he.

The Premier: There are tremendous
penalties provided if the officers do any-

thing wrong. They occupy ]espow'ibIe posi-
tions and would not like to get the saick.

Mr. SEWARD: I know that. Some of
these officers do things which are quite ir-
regular, although titey do not do so inten-
tionally.

Mr, Cross: There are hot h presiding andi
retfuniing offless.

Mr. SEAWRD: Yes. I know of many
instances where grave irregnlarities have
occurred. People are appointed to the posi-
tion of presiding officer in some centres,
and we normnally expect them to perform
their duties impartially. flowever, on many
occasions I say they have not. I would go
further than the Leader of thep Opposition
and would. suggest that scrtitincers be ap-
poin ted at every polling place. I regard
that as essential when we have so much at
stake. I support the Leader of the Opposi-
tion and hope the matter will ho taken to
a division.

MR. THORN (Toodyay-on amend-
mient) : Relying on the assurance of the
Premier that he will do his best to allow
us to appoint our representatives, We are
prepared to withdraw the amendment.

MR. WATTS (Katanning): I ask leave
to withdrniw the, amendment.

Amendment, 'by leave, wvithdrawn.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth): This is
to may mind the most strange occasion on
which I have had to speak on the Address-
in-reply, because we may be on the eve of
a very great change in the constitutional
position of Australia and the States. I feel
that members would prefer to speak after
the 19th August rather than before,

The Minister for Mines: What a~bout ad-
journing until the 19th9

3Mr. 'McDONALD: As far as ordinary
elections are concerned, the day may he lost
hut it zay be recovered again a few years
afterwards. Iii the ease of a constitutional
alteration, however, the change may endure
for all time or for a very long time, I
think, therefore, most members; wouldl feel
mnore sure in dealing with the fntuore of our
State if they were to speak after the 19th
August- Somec no doubt will do so hut, with-
out entering upon the merits or demerits of
the proposecl changes of the Constitution,
we are hound at the present time to face
the fact whzen we contemplate the future
Of our State, that if the refer-endum is; ear-
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ried the role of the State Parliaments in
f uture will be a very small one. I think
it inevitable that we shall assume something
of the status of the South African Provin-
cial Councils, If the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment gets the increased powers which
it seeks, it will be enabled to take over legis-
lation and administration which will cover
the greater lpart of the field now -reserved
to the State Parliaments. If the Common-
wealth gets these extra powers it will be
legitimately entitled to accept the verdict
of the people as an authority to exercise
them and I have no doubt it will proceed to
exercise them.

Mr. North: Our status will be only equal
to those of the Canadian Provinces.

Mr. McDONALD: Less than that; it will
be, as I said, similar to the status of the
South African Provincial Councils. Those
councils consist of only one chambr-the
Council itself-and the affairs of the Pro-
vince are regulated by an administrator and
by an executive committee appointed by the
Council, The role which is played by the
individual councillor in South Africa is suffi-
ciently shown by the fact that his remunera-
tion is £120 a year, less £.2 a dlay for every
(lay on which he is not present at a meeting
of the Council. So it is obviously contem-
plated that a member of a provincial council
in South Africa will be a man who regards
his duties as a couneillor as merely at part-
time affair, because he could not live on £120
a year and would need to earn the greater
part of his living in some other occupation.
Even the members of the executive com-
mittee, which corresponds to our Cabinet,
receive only an allowance of £C500 per annum,
including thle £120 per annum, so that ap-
parently in some cases they also would he
part-time workers.

I consider I would he unwise were I to
proceed to speak about the future of our
State on the basis of the continuation of
the status quo without saying in the first
place that if the referendum proposals are
carried the future of our State will not lie
vcry much in the hands of the State Parlia-
nment. When the uniform taxation law was
cnacted two Years ago tile Premier showed
far mnore prescience than I did, because he
saw clearly that it was part of the process-
to ulse his own words-by whbich the Corn-
nionwealth Parliament was subjugating- the
elf-g'overninug rights (if the State. The-

Prciir was quite right. I thought the uni-

form taxation law was an isolated piece of
legislation which would end automatically
six mon ths after thle war finished, hut now
1 feel that I had act much foresight at that
time. I should have regarded it, as it un-
doubtedly is, as part of a plan to transfer
Stcte powers to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, powers which are now being finally
sought through the present referendum. As
the Premier said in 1042, when dealing with
the uniform taxation law, what are described
as temporary powers tend to become per-
manent, and he wvas quite right.

Whatevcr limits may he put to the uni-
form taxation law or to the proposals ia
tile referendum in the way of a period to
their operation, I do not think the powers
will evri return to the States in the way in
,which they are now exercised. I do not see
bow after a period of some years of exer-
cise by the Commonwealth Parliament of
such powers we can undo the economic eon-
dilions which will then obtain and revert to
the status quo. If the proposals are carried
for good or for ill-and I quite agree that
that is a matter of opinion-then it is
hardly worth while for members to speak on
the future of our State, because we shall
be in the position of the South African Pro-
vincial Councils. We shall be at the most
agents to whom will be delegated some mea-
sure of execretion of a policy and a finan-
cil programine laid down by a central
government.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Of Course, that can-
niot be done by a more vote at the referen-
dum.

Mr. McDONALD: If the powers are given
to thle Commonwealth, in my opinion that
Government would be guilty of a dereliction
of ditty if it did not exercise them.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: But that can only
hie (lone by subsequent legislation.

Mr. McDONALD: Yes, but if the people
of' Australia by a majority confer those
piowers upon the Commonwealth hGovcrn-
mnict, they will expect that Government to
exercise them.

Mr. Seward: The Commonwealth will not
get thern.

Mr. SPEHAKER: Order!

)It. McDONA LI): Mr. Speaker, I feel
bouinl to coininencc my remarks on that
basis. if the powers were granted I would
not be speaking on the Address-in-reply.
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Hon. W. D. Johnson: The 1928 agree-
merit made a vital alteration, but nothing
followed on it.

Mr. 'Mcl)ONALD: That agreement was
a mere fragment.

Ron. W. D. Johnson: It gave the Corn-
monwealth control of the purse.

Mr. AtcDO0NALD: What remarks I -make
this evening are on the basis that the State
wilt continue to have control over its future
and over the policies to be put into force
for the progress of the State.

Rion. W. D. Johnson:- But the 1928 agree-
ment gave the Commonwealth control of the
purse.

Mr. 'McDONALD: I do not think that
matters very much. That agreement has
many good points and some had point;, but
it is not going to affect the progress of the
State if the plowers remain in the hands of
the State Parliament. Assuming that we
continue to be responsible for the progress
of this State, and on that assumption only,
we have to recognise that the impact of war
has been felt by the economy of our State
more severely than by that of any other
State. We must realise that because it will
be anl essential factor to be taken into ac-
count in the post-war period. Although I
speak onl the subject of the post-war period,
asg I must and should do, it is with this
reservation, that while we hope that the war
will cud at a comparatively early date, no-
thing that could he said here, and no pre-
palration that could be made to meet the
period after the war should be allowed to
diminish to the slightest extent the exertions
of the people directed to carrying the war to
a victorions conclusion. NoDthing could he
more fatal than that we should feel that
the time has conic when all we have to do
is to sit down and determine on better
times for the future..

Mr. Churchill many years ago said that
nothing is more unpredictable than in war.
Although today, in all the arenas of the war
throughout the world, the future looks fav-
ourable to us, x-et it is not beyond thle bounds
of possibility that something unforeseen may
yet confront us with a very long period of
strife and sacrifice before we finally attain
a successful end to the war. Our State has,
I think, suffered more than any other State.
For example, compared to the last pre-war
year our gold production has fallen by 50
per ent. TIn view of' the dependence of this
State upon the goldmining industry that

represents a very severe blow to our
economy. Those emp~loyed in the industry
have fallen from nearly 15,000 to about
5,000, or a drop of two-thirds since the war
hegan. In the case of our wheat industry,
we have also suffered compared with any
other State. Oar acreage under wheat, corn-
Pared with the last pee-war year, baa fallen
by 50 per cent.: as against reductions in
South Australia of 33 per cent., in New
South Wales 30 per cent., and in Victoria
22 per cent. These figures are based on a
comparison mlade between 1938-39 and
1942-43, the last year for which I could gut
comlpleted figures.

Our wheat acreage has fallen-and that,
again, is a very important industry to us--
more severely than has been the case in any
other wheatgrowing State of Australia. We
have been more severely bit by the deple-
tion of our manpower. At the beginning of
1942-43 we had 212 wage and salary earners
per thousand of population in employment,
excluding the rural and the private domestic
workers. Whereas we have only 212 per
thousand remaining in em])loylnent, all the
other States show larger figures. Victoria
hais 283; South Australia, 280; New South
W~ales, 272; Queensland, 231,; Tasmania,
221, and the Australian average is 265
, a.- aginist our1 figure of 212, which means
that we ire depleted more in our- civil avo-
cation-, to meet the stress, of war then is
any other State. On the other hand, the
other States have gained through the war
conditions in some respcts-, notably in the
casi of faictory* employment, and that again
has been nineli largcr than in our State.
Between 1939 and 19-13, factory employ-
ment figures rose in 'New South WVales by
41 per cent.; in Victoria by 28 iper cent.;
in Queensland by 21 per cent.; ini Tasmania
by 39 per cent., and in South Australia by
63 per cent.. as against our rise of 19 per
cent.

Of all the States in Australia, we bare
profited least by the expansion of the nium-
beis of our- factory wvorkers,. So we conic
now to the question of what wce want with
regard to the State's futue. It sexa to
mle that, subject to the reservation T have
mentioned, thu recognition tHant we are still
ait ivnr and every possible eneprgy. must he
directed to the prosecution of the war, the
timc has conic when we should he more
spteiflc as to -what the objects of this State
arc in the post-war period. What do we
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want in this State? I venture to think that
when the war finishes Western Australia
will mneet a major erisis in its future. It
mtay fall still further behind the other
States. The war economy has given the
other States very great advantages, but it
has imposed upon our Slate very great dis-
advantag"es. Unless we are very vigilant
aind determined, and unless, above al], we
know what we wvant for our State, the ad-
vantage of' the control States; ereated by
thle war is likely not only to lie maintained
but to be increased.

The Premier: The last point Ls important
-to know what we really want.

Air, McDONALD: That is the point I
come to nlow. We Avant to know exactly
what we are after, anid, -while wve who sit
in Opposition have not thle advantage the
Government has in having the advice of
responsible and able public servant-, and
having the resources of the Statistician
and all the information possessed by the
Government departments, we have to en-
deavour to visualise in our minds what
these objectives should be. 'But still mare
I think the time has come when the Gov-
ernment should take the Reuse into its eon-
fidenee and state specificall *y what are its
ideas, of the dangers to our State in the
future, and what are the objeetives which
should he souzlit by this State. Those
views should be brought before the House
and be the subject of debate here so that
members may express their opinions, and
also so that the people of this State may
be informed of what is intended and have
an opportunity to make valuzable Contribu-
tions to meet what I believe will he a test-
ing time for the future of our State. What,
as specifically as one Cast state them in a
short time, are the objectives of Western
Australia ? First of all, security from ag-
gression. We do lnt wvant to face a time
of anxiety such as the Premier knows was
f aced by us some two or three years ago.

With the small population in Australia,
we must always be in a position of some
anxiety, but in this State, in partic ular,
securit 'y from aggiessioi is something that
we mu1lst take upt with the Commonwealth
authorities in order to ensure that we will
not he-T will not say an abandoned part
of Australia, but at all events a part of
Austrnlia hearing more than its fair share
of risk from an invading enemy. We need
to have the installations necessary for our

defence, and in particular those involved in
iair defence. I am not going to take time
to consider thle wide implications which
this involves, although I should like to be-
cause they involve the international posi-
tion, and the attitude taken towards an
outlying place like Australia by countries
such as (heat Britain and the United
States, We know the attitude that Britain
will take. There they have becen concerned
it the international strength which Eng-
land, or Britain, -will be able to maintain
iii future. Some recent writers have said
that unless the British Commonwealth of
Nations will, on foreign affairs, speak with
one voice and as one entity, then England
will be reduced to the status of a second-
class Power such as France or Belgium.
Un 1less she is associated with the Dlominions
forming the British Commonwealth, thus
becoming a major Power equivalent to the
Unlited States and Soviet Rus~sia, that is
what they say will happen.

[ think there is much to be said for the
proposition of the present Prime Minister,
Air. Curtin, for the establishment of a sec-
retariat or some means by which the mem-
bers of the British Commonwealth of Na-
tions in thle post-war period, and in the
international field, could speak with one
voice because by that means alone will
they speak as a Power with corresponding

igiht to that which will be possessed by
Soviet Russia and the United States. For
our security and for our expansion economi-
cally we need population. We most admit
tat the prospects of getting that popula-
tion from our own British stock are small.
The British people themselves want all
those people whom we want here. But if
there is, and to the extent there is, nilgration
to this country, I hope it may be so arranged
with the other States and the Federall autho-
rities. that the first priority shall go to
Western Australia. Victoria has 40 times
the density of the population of this State.
Not only for the sake of Western Australia
hut for the protection of the whole of
Australia I think it would not be unreason-
able, and would be no more than national
wisdom, to say that for some time to come,
with regard to all migration, except perhaps
a very s;mall percentage, Weste'n Australia,
the great sparsely-poplulatedi State, hnall
have first priority. That should obtain until
it is ill a somewhat better position from the
point of view of defence and able to present
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a su1fficient nmnnber of 1)eople to Make our
proteetion very%% much easier than it has been
in the past.

Mr. Doncy: WVill the other States agree?

,Ar.- McDONALD: I will come to that in a
moment. I think that is a very important
remark. Ake want, of course, a uniform rail-
way gauge. We also want the construction
and mnaintenance of strategic roads.

Mlr. J. legney: For .30 years--, to niy
knowledge, ihe uniform railway gauge has
been talked of, but nothing has been done.

Mr, MceDONALD: That is so, but now wo
realise it is essential, and something has been
done. Queensland did it.

Mr. J. Hegney: All the States, were
against it previously, and I suppose they
are still.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

M1r. MrI)ONALD: if necessary we must
do it ourselves without help fromt anyone
else. Having dealt momentarily with our
secuirity I want now to turn to our economy.
Like the Leader of the Opposition I bare
read with great interest and very deep ap-
prediation the first volume-I have not seen
any other as vt-of the report issued by
the Commission of which the Minister for
Lands is chairman. I have been impressed
by the wisdomn shown in the remarks which
have appeared in that report, not only ig-
dam hot that document shows a sense of the
realities, and appreciation of the difficulties
involved as well as giving constructive ideas
as; to how to overcome them. It is no good
~paiting ros4y pictures4 regarding primary
production or secondary industries in West-
ern Au-stralia. We mtust realise, that there
are many01 real difficulties to overcome, and
we monst Over-come them.

As has been pointed out more anti more
we miust refllise that geography is the de-
termnining factor in every country. The
science of geographby is being even more
recogised by all universities and by all
countries. They say, and properly so, that
whatever yon mar like to do by artificial
meanis there are many things which are diffi-
cult to do and dlo not pay to dto. You must
plan your policy having regard to the in-
escapable factors, of your geographical situa-
tion. In the case of Australia, isolated in
tho Seven Sea,;, the geographic factor is of
peculiar importance and requires careful
study. When we come to our economic basis

the first thing we have to recognise is that
for some years to come primary production
is going to be the substance of the State's
existence. We are going to be more depend-
ent upon that in this State than will be the
case in any other State, even Tasmania, be-
cause Tasmania has resources of cheap
power which we iii Western Australia do
not po0ssess, It is of the utmnost importance
to ns.--that is why I am pleased that thle
Minister for Lands shouild be chairman
of this important Comimision-that our
lprimary-producing industries shall be placed
upon a sound basis not only from the point
of view of returns to farmers which are es-
sential hut from the point of view of thle
conditions uinder which our rural population
has to live.

If we cannot maintain our primary indus-
tries for some years to come this State is
goingz to be in a bad way; at all events it
will experience a very dillicult time, It is of
the first importance to us to tackle the p~rob-
lem of pioviding the machinery that will
lprovide a suitable anti fair basis to pro-
ducers so as to assure for them a reasonable
competence, andl induce those already on the
land to remain and the children that comae
after themn, and other persons who may feel
disposed to enter upon those industries.

I want now to pass to secondary industries.
These are essential not only to balance our
economy hut to give the young people of
the State the necessary opportunity to make
headway in life. They will not all stay here
if they have no prospect except that of be-
ing engaged in rural industries. Without
disparaging rural industries I think there
wilt be some young people who do not desire
to work in them. If they find no evidence
in this State of other avenues opening to
them they wvill go to another State, and so
we shall lose that section of our population.
I read with great interest the monthly reports
of the Minister for Industrial Development.
He is certainly making some advance, hiut
it is a very trifling one.

At the rate we are going our momentum
is nowhere near that of the Eastern States,
and relatively we shall drift forther and
further behind. I see no prospect for the
extension of our secondary industries ex-
cept by the development of some technique
or process which -would he far more drastic
than that which we are following at present.
I find from today's paper that the Prime
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Minister has made a statement of some value
regarding the post-war period, in particular
relating to factories which have come into
existence during wartime and which are
owned or partially owned and run by the
Commonwealth Government. lHe has made
the suggestion that some of these under-
takings may be turned to civil production
after the war and still be owned and run
by the Commonwealth. Some will be turned
over to private enterprise, and in some in-
stances the factories may be owned and run
partly by the Commonwealth Government
and partly by private enterprise.

If we are to receive economic justice in
this State I see no reason why a number
of these factories which have been estab-
lished by Commonwealth money, and are
now situated in the Eastern States and not
here-except for the comparatively small in-
dustry at Welshpool-should not be re-
moved to our State where they could be
switched over to civil production or to some
extent perhaps continue in the manufacture
of munitions. This may mean considerable
cost but, in view of the cost of the 'war, why
should there not be a major transfer from
the Eastern States of some of those factories
which have been established with national
money9 Whatever the cost may be within
reason why should not the machinery he
sent over here and those factories established
in areas of Western Australia?9 The build-
ings in the other States might be put to
some other use, but the undertakings them-
selves transferred to this State-

Mr. North: Russia did that.
Mr.KMcDONALD: Russia made big trans-

fers under the impact of war. Unless we
do have such a mass migration of important
industries into our State as a matter of na-
tional policy I can see the growth of second-
ary industries here being a very slow pro-
cess. I should like to see the State Oov-
erment put forward this plan at once when
to my mind we have a unique opportunity
with the factories which have been erected
in the central States under the stress of war.
Those factories do not belong to the central
States and should be distributed over the
whole of Australia, and in this State in par-
ticular which of all States has received so
little advantage from war expenditure.
Western Australia should he supplied with
a very substantial quota of those factorices
that were built out of national money, and
at present are uinder the control of the Corn-

mon wealth and perhaps before long will be
at the disposal of the Commonwealth.

Ron. W. D. Johnson; I agree with the
lion, member, but would that not entail the
transfer of workers to foll~w the factories?

Mr. McDONALD: That would be one of
the advantages. Many of the workers would
come to this State.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: They would have
to comae; they would be put under direction.

Mr. McDONALD: No. I do not think
there need be any direction. If we had the
industries here the employees who had left
this State to join them would come back.
It has) been stated that 3,000 of our skilled
tradesmen left Western Australia to work in
industries in the other States. No doubt
most of them would be quite happy to come
hack if the same opportunities were offered
to them here. Let us get those industries
here.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: And trust to luck
so far as working them is concerned.

Hon. N. K~eenan: Do not let us have slave
wvork.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: No.
Mr. McDONALD:- Let them trust to luck

just as in the same way other industries in
th0 past have had to trust to luck and to
p~eople coming to work in them.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: You are asking for
a big expenditure of national money.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I ask the niem-
ber for Guildford-Midland to keep order.

Mr. McDONALD: I am not suggesting
that inside of two months factories employ-
ing 15,000, 20,000, or 50,000 workers should
be transferred and set up in this State. I
suggest that even if it means taking five or
ten years it should be a condition that there
is a gradual transfer of these factories to
Western Australia, and I feel sure that if
the workers are given the choice they wiUl
he glad to follow them.

Hlon. IN. 1). Johnson: You cannot Iiant
the transfer to machinery.

Trhe Pri nier: Arc you referring to fite-
tories, oniv under Cormnonwvealth control-?

Mr. McDfONANLD: No. It is not beyond
the bounds of practical politics that factor-
ies still in the hands of private enterprise
could be induced to operlate in Western
ALLstralia. No doubt these would have to
contrilbute towards the cost of their trans-
fer.

The Premier: I thought you believed in
private, enterprise doing anything it liked.
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Mr. SPEAICEA: I ask the member for
West Perth not to notice interjections.

M1r. 21e DONALD: Private enterprise
would still be f roe and could if so desired
refrain from buying some of these under-
takings. It something of this kind is not
done the imumense expansion of industries
in the central States will be there for good,
and our chances of getting them will be
worse than they were before. Now is the
copportunity to put forward the claim of
cur State to share in those industries when
they arc at the disposal of the Common-
wealth (lovernment.

lon. W. D. Johnson: Hear, bear!
'Mr. McDONALD: I do not minimise the

aiichulties.
The Premicr: We have had something

done in that direction in the last couple
of days.

Mr. 'McDONALD: The difficulties wvill be
very great. For the time being it is life
or death to us, to the industrial part of
our economy, whether we get something for
this State out of the reshaping that will
take place after the war. I do not know
that there can be for a long time such an
opportunity for making an effort to get
something like the mass transfer of suit-
able industries to our State as wvill be pre-
sented to us in the next two or three years.
because ofT the fact that the Commonwealth
Government must decide upon a policy %uitb
respect to factories built in the central
States from notional funds.

Hon. W. 1). Johinson: The policy after
five years will depend upon what is done in
that -way during those five years.

Mr. McDONALD: I pitt that on one side
for the time being,) hut this should, I think,
he one of our- objectives. Let us make up
our minds that this is what -we want. If
it can be done let us go all out for it, and
do so at once. Let us advance our claims
now and permit the other States to know
-what we are after. Let us pnt our ease
forward because we have an unassailable
one. This repres;ents an opportunity for
iws, if it can be availed of, to make a big
.jump in our -secondary industries, in our
Own economy, in our population and our
prospects,, that is tnt likely to occur again
inside another generation. If we are to
build up our secondary indiistries obvtiously
we must try to estahlish iadus-tries in relat-
tion to those various commodities we now
import froam the Eastern Rtates.

We have £10,000,000 worth of trade in
respect of many articles, such as jams and
clothing for instance, which could be manu-
factured here. That, of course, is an ob-
vious development in our secondary industry
policy. But bow are we to accomplish that
when we have had so much difficulty in the
pastI I think we must attempt to gain as
part of our objectives some more drastic
means. First of all, cannot we get hack
that Interstate Commission? The Common-
wealth Constitution contemplates an Inter-
state Commission as a body which would
police trade between the States. Owing to
.some technical difficulty-because it is sup-
posed to have judicial powers-the Inter-
state Commission was held to be invalid in
part, and has never been operative since;
and that is something like 26 or 27 years
ago. This State, of all States, stands to
gain by the restoration of the Interstate
Commission, which, having regard to Sec-
tion 92 of the Commonwealth Constitution
p~roviding for freedom of trade between the
States, can make recommendations by which
our infant trades will not be stifled or
crushed by the weight of the highly de-
veloped industries of the Eastern States.

Again I would go beyond that and revive
the qiuestion of a tariff for this State, to
give our infant industries a chance to de-
velop. The member for Nedlands some time
ago reminded me that the first Common-
wrealth Grants Commission ever appointed,
which sat in 1925, by a majority report
recommended that NWestern Australia should
he enabled to raise a tariff against Eastern
States iinjortations, because the Commission
saw no other way in which Western Aus-
tralia could ever hope to build up local
industries against the competition of the
old-established industries of the Eastern
Sqtates. There is nothing revolutionary
about that proposal, because when we first
entered Federation, as mnembers will recol-
lect, a specific section was inserted in the
Constitution enabling Western Australia to
maintain its tariff against the Eastern States
for a period of, I believe, five years.

Apparentl y, in our innocence in those
days, we thought five years would be suffi-
cient to enable our industries to make some
preparation to mneet the competition of the
Eastern and central S"tates; but we have
found, of course, that it has been just the
opposite way. We have found that dir
E~astern and central States have been able
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to make Western Australia more and more
a market for, I will not say their exploita-
tion-it is quite legitimate-but a market to
which they send their goods while accepting
nothing or little in return. I would support
the Commission's recommendations that
there should he some measure, if necessary
by an amendment of the Constitution, en-
abling the infant industries of this State to
gain such a position where they will not be
Crushed by the operation of established in-
dustries under the freedom given by Section
92 of the Commonwealth Constitution.

Hon. W. Di. Johnson: Such a proposal
would not get much support on the gold-
fields.

The Premier: If we are to increase our
population, we must build up markets.

Mr. McDONALD: It is the old question
of which comes first-population or markets.
We shall increase our population when we
get industries established here, but the popu-
lation wvill not come here without industries
to work in. The point is, cannot we so
create conditions for the expansion of our
industries that population will come here
because people elsewhere will see that the
chance is worth while? It is a question, I
repeat, which comes first of the two. In my
opinion conditions in this State must he
made more promising to industry, and more
protection must be given to industry, if
we are to see any expansion of our second-
ary industries on anything like a major
scale, a scale which will attract population.
This, again, is a matter of great difficulty.
I appreciate fully that my suggestion can-
not be popular in the other States, hut I
would again try to sock, at this stage, some-
thing defining what we want, so that we
can put up specifically new arguments in
the discussions which will take place be-
tween the States and the Commonwealth in
[lie immediate future. Unless we do have
very clear-cut ideas, then, as I said before,
the chances are that we may fall behind in
the race.

As regards national works, these will be
featured in the post-war period whether this
rcferenduim is carried or not. Now, what
kind of works do we want? Of course we
all want houses, but houses are not a na-
tional work in the ordinary sense of the
term. National works, I take it, are those
relating to water supplies, for instance, be-
cause this country's future, as has been said,
and rightly said, will be written in terms of

water. Again, there is transport which will
be a major factor in the development of the
great spaces we have in our State. The
third factor in the matter of national works
is power. It has been said recently by men
of world-wide experience that power is go-
ing to he the determining factor in the
future, and that the countries which have
power are going to bo the dominant coun-
tries industrially. As oar country, and our
own State, are deficient in power, those
national works which will overcome the
handicap are particularly vital for the pro-
servation of fair chances for our State.

I have a few more remarks to make. The
first is, assuming that our future will not be
controlled from Canberra, how best will it
he controlled? In the many factors which
undoubtedly will come up wherein a national
viewp)oint is required, how can we get the
best coi-ordination and co-operation consis-
tent with the maintenance by each State
of its legitimate governing powers? In the
past we had the Loan Council, composed of
the Premiers and Federal representatives.
If we study the trend of politico!
development in Australia, we find that
the Loan Council is being used more
and more as a co-ordinating body between
the States and the Commonwealth; and I
welcome that. I think it is a most admirable
development. We find that the Loan Council
and the Premiers meet the Commonwealth
authorities to discuss problems of housing
and various other factors which are not
direetly related to anything involved in the
Financial Agreement.

I hold that in the critical days, the im-
portant days and the days of promise which
are ahead of Australia and our State follow-
ig the war, the Loan Council might well
be developed into a co-ordinating and co-
operative body of more importance and more
influence even than it has at present. I
think we may contemplate the Loan Council
not ats a Loan Council, but as a co-operating
and co-ordinating body, including the Lead-
ers of the Oppositions in the various States.
That augmented body could meet frequently,
and its deliberations and recommendations
would carry great weight with the Parlia-
ments of the States and the Commonwealth
Parliament. By that means there could be,
I think, machinery for development, not
only of national ideals but also of those
necessary advances in the economy of the
various States which might be required to
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meet their needs and their aspirations, espe-
cially in the ease of a State like Western
Australia.

Mr. Doney: The decisions are determined
by votes, and decisions by votes might not
benefit us.

Tine Premier: Each vote is equal at the
Loan Council.

Mr. Doney: 1 know that.
The Premier: It is not like the Common-

wealth Parliament, where the others arc 27
to our six.

Mlr. 1cDONALD: I venture to think that
the Eastern and central States and the
Common wealth may be brought to recog-
nise that our State has reached at certain
stage in the race. I ain not at all pessimnis-
tie. I ama optimistic. But I think it may
be pointed out to the other States and the
Commonwealth that from any point of
view, from the point of view of the defence
of Australia and of our State, and from
that of the development prospects of our
people and prospects of population, this
State is justified in putting up a fight such
as it has never put up before to get its
share of future development and to bring
Western Australia somewhat nearer to a
parity in prospects and trade to the other
Australian States.

There arc miany things which require, in
may opinion, immediate consideration. Our
railways for instance, are overdue for re-
consideration. 'Modern formns of transport
cannot be held bark by existing, facilitiek.
The railways; mu4 fill a new role in future.
That role will be a minor one. Motor trans-
port will take over three-quarters at least
of the work now done by the railways, and
will do it better and do it cheaper. The
sooner we recognise that, the better. Air
transport will bc a great factor. Before
we spend money as proposed in rehabilita-
ting the railways--spend hundreds of
thousands of pounds-let us have some in-
quiry and make up our minds what the
work of the railways, will he in the future.
Otherwise we shall waste our money.
Motor and air transport from every aspect
will take three-quarters of the present vol-
ume of traffic controlled by our railwvays,.

The Premier: On imported fuel?7

,Ur. AMcDONALD: On imported fuel ov
on some kind of fuel. I trust that the mat-
ter of housing will receive a great deal of
consideration. I view with alarmn the pros-
pect of houses for workers costing nearly

£1,000, I think we should consider whethei
in a country like ours, and especially in
State like ours, houses cannot be built ai
a very low cost, comparatively, of mate,
rials that will last 50 years and be hygicnh(
mid durable, but will be one-half the coal
now being incurred. Immense imagination is
required in our re-housing scheme. Bricks
and mortar and cement and all that kind
of thing 'nay be largely relics of the darbi
ages. Immense imagination, I suggest, must
be used before we decide on our housing
policy.

My main object in speaking tonight was
to draw attention to the fact that the pro-
gress of the wvar and the prospect of its
vomparatively early termination bring us
face to face now with this important period
in our State's existence, when we should
know what we want. I hold that the Oov-
ermnent would be wel[ advised to invite the
co-operation of members of Parliament and
of the general public, so that when the
time comes our ideas may be clear-cut and
that there may be no question whatever as
to the objectives that we seek-objectives
that we consider to be essential for the pre-
servation and the reasonable prospects of
Western Australia.

On motion by Mr. Graham, debate ad-
journed.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifyingle the personnel of sessional
committee,, appointed by that House.

BILL-SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,700,000,

Returned fromn the Council without
amendmnent.

House adjourned at 6.17 p.m.
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